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HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY 
1837  -  1937 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  One  Hundred  years  ago  the  House  of  Industry  was  estab¬ 
lished,  during  the  Great  Depression  of  1837. 

Pursuant  to  a  notice  issued  by  His  Worship  the  Mayor  (George  Gurnett,  Esq.),  a  meeting 
was  held  at  the  City  Hall  on  Wednesday  the  15th  day  of  November,  1837,  to  take  into  con¬ 
sideration  the  most  efficient  means  to  relieve  the  poor  and  destitute  of  the  City  and  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  the  interests  of  the  House  of  Refuge  and  Industry  established  therein. 

It  is  interesting  to  look  back  on  the  commencement  and  progress  of  this,  the  oldest 
charitable  institution  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  and  to  mark  the  small  amount  required 
for  sustaining  the  regular  poor  of  this  community,  notwithstanding  the  great  increase  in  the 
population,  and  we  herewith  reproduce  an  excerpt  from  the  Chairman’s  Report  of  1837. 

“In  1837.  the  House  of  Industry  seems  to  have  first  become  a  regular  Institution.  Previ¬ 
ous  to  that  time,  the  poor  of  Toronto  must  have  been  entirely  relieved  by  private  charity. 
While  it  is  desirable  to  avoid  the  formation  of  large  Alms-houses,  as  having  a  tendency  to 
encourage  idleness,  to  break  down  the  spirit  of  independance,  and  cause  the  man  struggling 
with  temporary  difficulty  or  calamity,  to  turn  to  the  public  for  support,  instead  of  redoubling 
his  exertions  to  secure  an  honest  livelihood  by  his  own  labour,  it  is  obvious  that  there  must 
in  all  communities  be  a  class  of  aged  and  helpless  poor,  and  of  orphan  children,  who  must 
be  maintained  at  the  public  expense.  When  such  persons  have  no  relations  whose  duty  it  is 
to  maintain  them,  this  is  the  only  remaining  resort.  It  is  a  wise  and  humane  maxim  in  the 
Mother  Country,  that  ‘so  long  as  there  is  an  acre  of  land  producing,  the  poor  must  be  sus¬ 
tained’.  To  give  shelter  to  this  destitute  class  of  the  community,  seems  to  have  been  the 
chief  purpose  for  establishing  the  House  of  Industry.  It  was  for  this  very  class  that  the  first 
English  Poor  Eaws  were  enacted,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  300  years  ago  The 
monstrous  abuses  which  grew  up  in  the  poor  law  system  of  England  (which  at  one  time 
threatened  to  absorb  the  whole  fixed  property  of  the  country),  stand  as  a  beacon  to  warn  all 
countries  whose  population  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  especially  where  large  masses  are  collect¬ 
ing  in  cities,  to  guard  against  giving  too  much  encouragement  to  claims  for  public  relief.  A 
building  for  receiving  casual  poor  amounted  to  £814.” 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  first  MINUTES  of  the  proceeding  of  a  Public  Meeting 
held  in  the  City  Hall,  on  Wednesday  the  15th,  November  1837,  pursuant  to  a  notice  issued 
by  His  Worship  The  Mayor,  to  take  into  consideration  the  most  efficient  means  of  relieving 
the  poor  and  destitute  of  this  City,  and  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  the  House  of  Refuge 
and  Industry  established  therein. 

His  Worship  The  Mayor  in  the  Chair  —  Geo.  Gurnett,  Esq. 

The  Chairman  opened  the  meeting  with  a  few  introductory  remarks  which  he  closed  by 
calling  on  the  Secretary  to  read  the  Report. 

The  Secretary  having  read  the  Report,  it  was 

Moved  by  the  Honorable  W.  H.  Draper,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Ephraim  Evans, 

That  the  Report  just  read  be  adopted. 

Moved  by  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Harvard,  seconded  by  the  Hon.  Wm.  Allen, 

That  it  is  the  duty  and  the  privilege  of  Christians  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  the  poor, 

and  that  as  a  means  of  so  doing,  so  far  as  this  City  is  concerned,  it  is  important  that  every 
exertion  should  be  made,  to  render  the  House  of  Industry  a  permanent  institution. 

Moved  by  Sheriff  Jarvis,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Harvard, 

That  in  order  to  render  any  public  charity  efficient,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  street  beg¬ 
ging  be  discontinued,  and  that  by  the  steady  co-operation  alone  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  City 
and  District,  can  the  contemplated  relief  to  the  poor  be  impartially  and  effectually  distributed. 

Moved  by  Alderman  John  Powell,  seconded  by  J.  W.  Brent,  Esq., 

That  inasmuch  as  this  City  is  the  general  resort  of  the  Poor,  and  has  to  relieve  the 

destitute  from  every  part  of  the  District,  it  is  expedient  that  an  application  be  made  both  to 

the  Provincial  Parliament  and  the  Home  District  generally  for  aid  in  support  of  this  charity. 

Moved  by  Dr.  Baldwin,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  McDonough, 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  an  application  might  with  propriety  be  made  by 
the  inhabitants  of  this  City  to  the  Corporation,  for  the  appropriation  of  a  sum  of  money 
in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  House  of  Industry,  and  that  such  application  be  made  forthwith. 
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Moved  by  the  Rev.  James  Harris,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Alexander  Stewart, 

That  the  following  do  compose  the  Committee  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  and  Destitute, 
and  for  the  House  of  Industry  for  the  ensuing  year: 

The  resident  Clergymen  of  the  City, 

The  Honorable  W.  H.  Draper, 

Sheriff  Jarvis, 

Dr.  Baldwin, 

The  Mayor, 

Capt.  Fitzgibbon,  and 

Messrs.  Alexander  Wood,  P.  Patterson,  Sen.,  P.  Patterson,  Jun.,  John  Powell,  Wm. 
Stennett,  John  Ewart,  T.  D.  Harris,  J.  Lesslie,  Wm.  Ketchum,  J.  W.  Brent,  S.  E.  Taylor, 
Jas.  Beatty,  John  Eastwood,  G.  P.  Ridout,  Isaac  Buchanan,  Wm.  Atkinson,  H.  Rowsell,  John 
Lynch,  E.  McElderry,  Thomas  Storm,  George  Bilton,  and  Wm.  Musson. 

Moved  by  Dr.  Baldwin,  seconded  by  the  Hon.  and  Yen.  the  Archdeacon, 

That  a  subscription  list  be  forthwith  opened  in  behalf  of  the  funds  of  the  House  of 
Industry, 

Upon  which  the  following  gentlemen  subscribed  as  follows: 


£ 

s. 

d 

The  Yen.  the  Archdeacon  . 

.  5 

0 

0 

Rev.  J.  H.  Harris,  L.L.D.  . 

.  3 

0 

0 

Honorable  W.  H.  Draper  . 

.  5 

0 

0 

Honorable  Wm.  Allen  . 

.  7 

10 

0 

Doctor  Baldwin  . 

.  5 

0 

0 

Sheriff  Jarvis  . 

.  3 

0 

0 

John  Ewart,  Esq . 

.  2 

10 

0 

Alderman  Powell  . 

.  1 

5 

0 

Hugh  Carfrae,  Sen . 

.  1 

5 

0 

John  Eastwood  . 

.  1 

5 

0 

John  Lynch,  Esq.,  . 

.  1 

0 

0 

J.  W.  Brent,  Esq . 

.  1 

5 

0 

Henry  Rowsell  . 

.  1 

5 

0 

Rev.  E.  Evans  . 

.  1 

5 

0 

Rev.  W.  M.  Harvard  . 

.  1 

5 

0 

Alexander  Hamilton  . 

.  1 

5 

0 

George  Bilton  . 

.  1 

5 

0 

Thomas  Storm  . 

.  1 

5 

0 

Samuel  Shaw  . 

.  1 

5 

0 

Samuel  E.  Taylor  . 

.  2 

10 

0 

E.  Patterson,  Sen.,  Esq.  . 

.  1 

5 

0 

Rev.  James  Harris  . 

.  1 

0 

0 

Rev.  Alexander  Stewart . 

.  1 

0 

0 

The  Mayor  . 

.  1 

5 

0 

Richard  Woodsworth  . 

.  2 

0 

0 

Thos.  J.  Preston  . 

.  1 

0 

0 

£55  15  0 


Moved  by  Sheriff  Jarvis,  seconded  by  the  Venerable  the  Archdeacon, 

That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  Dr.  Baldwin,  the  acting  Chairman,  and  the 
Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  the  Managing  Committee,  for  their  valuable  services  in  the  support 
of  the  House  of  Industry. 

Moved  by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Harris,  L.L.D.,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Alexander  Stewart, 

That  this  meeting  desires  to  record  its  high  sense  of  the  very  efficient  manner  in  which 
the  duties  of  his  responsible  situation  have  been  discharged,  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  House 
of  Industry  (James  Curran) ,  during  the  past  year. 

Moved  by  the  Honorable  W.  H.  Draper,  seconded  by  Dr.  Baldwin, 

That  the  Mayor  leave  the  chair,  and  that  the  Sheriff  take  it. 

Moved  by  the  Honorable  W.  H.  Draper,  seconded  by  Dr.  Baldwin, 

That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  are  justly  due  to  the  Mayor,  for  his  promptitude  in 
complying  with  the  wishes  of  the  Committee  in  calling  this  meeting  as  well  as  for  his  able 
and  satisfactory  conduct  in  the  chair. 

SAM’L.  E.  TAYLOR.  Secretary. 

HACKSTAFF  U  Rogers,  Printers. 
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HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY 

Established  1837 


ABSTRACT  of  Receipts  and  Expenditure,  with  the  Balance  in  the  Treasurer’s  hands, 
from  the  commencement  of  this  Charity  to  the  present  time;  together  with  a  like  Abstract 
of  the  number  of  Persons  relieved,  and  of  those  now  remaining  on  the  Books,  either  as  Out- 
Door  Pensioners  partially  relieved,  or  as  Inmates  of  the  House  wholly  dependent  on  the 
Institution  for  their  subsistence  —  it  may  almost  be  said  existence. 


FUNDS 


Amount  of  Cash  received  by  Treasurer  from 
all  sources,  vis. : — 

Voluntary  Subscriptions; 

Profit  on  Work  done  by  the  Poor  re¬ 
ceiving  support; 

With  £25  0  Parliamentary 


Per  Contra. 

Expended  as 

per  detailed 

Accounts, 

examined  and 

approved 

. £576 

10 

234 

By  balance 

in  Treasurer’s 

hands 

.  42 

13 

6  34 

£619  3  9 


AMOUNT 


Number  of  Persons  Relieved .  85  7 

(8%  of  the  Population) 

Consisting  of — 

Widows  .  87 

Children  .  638 

Deserted  Women  .  37 

Persons  enfeebled  by  sickness 

and  want  of  work  .  95 

Total  . .  857 

Of  which — 

Discharged  .  501 

Remaining  on  Books  .  356 

-  857 


PRESENT 

Balance  in  Treasurer’s  hands 

as  above  . £42  13  6  E2 

Value  of  Knitting  and  other 
Work  done  by  Inmates 
and  yet  unsold,  about .  11  10  10 

Value  of  Stone  broken  by 
the  Poor,  and  due  by  the 
City  Chamberlain,  to 
whom  sold  for  Public 
work  .  22  6  2 


£76  10  614 


OF  RELIEF 

Remaining  on  Books  . .  356 

Which  consist  of — 

Widows  .  8 

Deserted  Women  .  5 

Infirm  Men  .  7 

Children  .  26 


Inmates  .  46 

Out-Pensioners  .  310 

Total  now  receiving  relief . .  35  6 


RESOURCES 

Per  Contra, 


Due  for 

Bread  . 

£16 

8 

1  34 

Due  for 

Milk  . 

0 

4 

2 

Balance 

of  the  Superintend- 

ent’s 

Wages  . 

.  12 

10 

0 

£29 

2 

334 

Availabl 

e  residue  of  the  ex- 

isting 

Funds  . 

.  47 

8 

334 

£76  10  6^ 


W.  W.  BALDWIN, 

ALEXANDER  STEWART, 

JOHN  POWELL, 

Weekly  Committee,  House  of  Industry. 

The  House  of  Industry  was  first  located  on  Richmond  Street  from  1  837  until  1842, 
when  they  moved  to  Shuter  Street,  remaining  there  six  years,  from  1842  to  1848.  In  1848 
they  moved  to  the  present  site  on  Elm  Street. 

In  185  2  an  addition  was  erected  to  the  buildings  of  the  House,  for  temporary  shelter 
to  persons  in  a  state  of  destitution.  These  generally  receive  food  and  lodging  for  one  night, 
and  then  leave  after  breakfast.  Very  seasonable  relief  has  often  been  afforded  by  this  branch 
of  the  charity,  of  which  an  average  of  three  every  day  during  the  last  year,  have  received  the 
benefit;  the  whole  number  amounting  to  1,025. 

It  may  be  safely  asserted  that  no  city  in  any  of  the  dominions,  of  equal  extent,  can 
present  so  favorable  a  result;  for  if  the  whole  expenses  of  the  House  of  Industry  were  main¬ 
tained  by  direct  taxation  on  the  inhabitants,  it  would  only  amount  to  sixpence  for  each  of 
the  population. 
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Jenny  Lind,  the  famous  singer,  was  interested  in  the  work  of  the  House  of  Industry, 
which  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  she  gave  a  concert  and  turned  over  part  of  the  proceeds 
to  the  House. 

CHAIRMAN  —  1  85  3  -  1  858;  MR.  JOHN  ARNOLD. 

The  House  was  Incorporated  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  on  August  2nd,  1851,  and 
all  properties  invested  in  fifteen  Trustees  (Named  in  Act),  and  all  others  who  may  from 
time  to  time  be  directed  to  succeed  them. 

Corporation  Grant  from  City  of  Toronto  for  1  85  6  —  £25  0. 

It  will  afford  you  pleasure  to  learn  that  in  view  of  the  great  distress  occasioned  by  the 

present  hard  times,  the  City  Council,  by  an  unanimous  vote,  have  doubled  their  annual  grant 

to  the  House  of  Industry,  thus  placing  at  your  disposal,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  the  hand¬ 
some  sum  of  £500. 

CHAIRMAN  —  1  85  9  -  1  863:  MR.  ANSON  GREEN. 

Corporation  Grant  from  City  of  Toronto  for  1  85  8  —  £1.000. 

During  the  past  year  a  complete  organization  was  elTected  by  the  Board  for  carrying  out 
a  thorough  system  of  Ward  Visiting,  and  the  continuance  of  which  the  Managers  would 
beg  to  recommend  to  their  successors  in  office.  By  this  means  the  necessities  of  each  person 

applying  for  relief  is  enquired  into  personally  by  a  Member  of  the  Board  (one  being  chosen 

for  each  ward),  and  the  case  then  reported  by  the  Visitor  to  the  Weekly  Committee.  In  this 
way  the  Board  have  reason  to  hope  prompt  aid  is  given  to  the  deserving  poor,  and  at  the 
same  time  imposition  guarded  against. 

As  during  the  past  winter  a  large  amount  of  good  was  effected  by  the  establishment  of 
a  Soup  Kitchen  in  connection  with  the  House  of  Industry,  the  Board  have  also  this  winter 
commenced  the  giving  out  of  soup  to  all  applicants,  and  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  found  a 
great  and  seasonable  boon  to  large  numbers  of  the  poor. 

During  the  year  a  Medical  Officer  was  appointed  for  the  House. 

Corporation  Grant  from  City  of  Toronto  for  1  859  —  £1,250. 

The  Managers  regret  to  find  an  increasing  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants 
of  other  municipalities  to  send  their  poor  to  this  Institution  for  support.  In  several  instances 
the  people  thus  sent  to  your  establishment  have  been  returned  to  those  officers  who  sent  them, 
the  Directors  having  failed  to  discover  any  good  reason  why  they  should  be  called  upon  to 
support  the  poor  of  other  municipalities. 

Toronto  will  always  have  a  large  number  of  floating  poor  to  provide  for  without  being 
requested  to  support  those  coming  from  other  parts  of  our  country.  Other  Municipalities 
have  the  power  to  provide  for  their  own  poor,  and  they  should  have  respect  enough  for  them¬ 
selves  to  exercise  that  power. 

CHAIRMAN  —  1  863:  MR.  E.  H.  RUTHERFORD. 

CHAIRMAN  —  1864  -  1866:  MR.  H.  J.  GRASETT. 

From  1  865  to  1  875  there  was  5,193  families  and  2,253  casuals  assisted  by  this  House. 

During  the  past  year  they  have  been  enabled  to  add  a  further  addition  to  the  premises 
appropriated  as  a  casual  ward,  thereby  doubling  the  accomodation. 

CHAIRMAN  —  1  8  67  -  1  87  1:  MR.  ROBERT  Cathcart. 

During  the  past  year  the  Trustees  availed  themselves  of  an  opportunity  of  securing  the 
freehold  of  the  remaining  lots  fronting  on  Edward  Street;  they  are  now,  consequently,  in 
possession  of  the  entire  square. 

CHAIRMAN  —  1  872  -  1878:  MR.  EDWARD  HOBSON. 

From  the  year  1837  to  1875,  842  children  were  cared  for  in  the  Home,  of  which 
55  2  were  placed  in  homes  throughout  the  Country.  The  wise  and  salutary  measures  adopted 
for  providing  comfortable  homes  for  destitute  children  continue  to  produce  the  happiest  re¬ 
sults.  Nothing  can  be  more  demoralizing  to  the  children,  nor  dangerous  to  the  citizens  at 
large,  than  to  have  a  number  of  idle  and  vagrant  children  thrown  upon  our  streets  to  beg 
for  a  living,  while  they  are  constantly  shut  out  from  those  moral  and  religious  influences 
which  form  the  principal  elements  of  civilized  life.  Provision  is  therefore  made  by  which 
parents  and  others  who  are  incapable  of  providing  a  living  for  their  children  may  bring  them 
to  the  House  of  Industry,  where  they  are  placed  at  school,  and  their  morals  and  persons 
kindly  cared  for  and  protected  by  the  excellent  Superintendent  and  Matron,  until  suitable 
homes  can  be  found  for  them  in  the  country,  where  they  will  be  taught  those  habits  of 
industry  and  sobriety  which  will  prepare  them  for  usefulness  and  competency  through  life. 
To  rid  the  city  each  year  of  a  score  of  children  thus  saved  from  the  vertex  of  infamy  is  to 
confer  no  ordinary  boon  upon  its  inhabitants.  Thus  is  your  charity  “doubly  blessed’’;  blest 
in  him  that  giveth  and  him  that  receiveth.  The  Trustees  continue  to  receive  very  encouraging 
and  satisfactory  accounts  of  most  of  the  children  thus  provided  for.  Many  of  these  children 
at  a  suitable  age  were  indentured  in  homes  throughout  the  Province,  where  they  received  a 
common  school  education  and  when  the  term  of  their  indenture  ceased  were  provided  with 
a  sum  of  money  and  were  free  to  take  up  any  form  of  work  that  appealed  to  them.  It  is 
pleasant  to  note  that  many  of  these  children,  grown  to  maturity,  and  having  been  successful 
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in  business,  have  called  at  this  House  to  inform  the  Trustees  of  their  success  and  express 

appreciation. 

From  1  876  to  1886.  1  1,244  families  and  4.779  casuals  were  assisted  by  this  House. 

Established  in  1837  (previous  to  which  time  the  poor  of  Toronto  must  have  been 
relieved  entirely  by  private  charity),  the  progress  of  the  Institution  has  been  most  encour¬ 
aging;  accordiiig  to  the  Report  of  Mr.  Langmuir,  Government  Inspector,  who  made  his 
statutory  visit  in  September  last,  it  is,  and  has  for  some  time  been  “the  model  Institution 

of  the  kind  in  the  Province”.  This  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  has  been  attained  by  a  rigid 

adherence  to  the  system  adopted  by  the  founders  of  the  charity;  the  Managers  have  merely 
maintained  and  developed  the  principles  established  by  their  predecessors. 

The  Managers  feel  bound  in  duty  to  remonstrate,  respectfully  but  energetically,  against 
the  operation  of  the  “Charity  Aid  Act  of  1874,”  by  which  their  annual  Government  grant  has 
been  reduced  from  $3,000.00  to  $2,143.89  for  the  year  1  876.  The  distribution  of  the 
Government  allowance  is,  it  seems,  based  upon  the  number  of  inmates  of  an  institution;  this 
distinction  must,  of  course,  tell  against  the  House  of  Industry,  whose  inmates  may,  indeed, 
be  fewer  than  those  of  other  institutions,  but  whose  field  of  labour  is  the  city  at  large.  It 
may  be  well  for  political  economists  to  consider  whether  this  Province  already  requires  the 
overgrown  alms-houses  of  the  old  world,  or  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  aid  the  poor 
in  maintaining  their  little  homesteads,  thus  keeping  their  families  together,  and  cherishing 
that  spirit  of  independence  natural  to  every  man,  and  which,  under  a  Government  like  ours, 
is  one  of  the  surest  guarantees  of  the  welfare  of  both  State  and  subject. 

In  conclusion,  the  Managers  reverently  hope,  that  as  Divine  Providence  has  kindly  watched 
over  the  infancy  and  maturity  of  the  Institution,  it  may  become,  in  all  respects,  worthy  of 
His  benign  favour  in  the  future. 

CHAIRMAN  —  1  879  -  1  882;  Rev.  A.  J.  BROUGHALL. 

CHAIRMAN  —  1  883  -  1901;  MR.  SAMUEL  ALCORN. 

At  this  time  it  is  interesting  to  note  an  Abstract  taken  from  the  Solicitor’s  Report  of 
January,  1  885.  (The  House  of  Industry  is  absolute  owner  of  the  block  between  Elm  and 
Edward  Street  and  Elizabeth  and  Chestnut  Streets,  and  this  is  the  only  Real  Estate  now  owned 
by  this  House.) 

Erom  1  887  to  1  897  there  were  22,673  families  and  14,405  casuals  assisted. 

Erom  1  898  to  1908  there  were  13,748  families  and  1  1,942  casuals. 

At  the  suggestion  of  many  influential  citizens  the  labour  test  was  applied  during  the 
months  of  November  and  December. 

It  proved  satisfactory  in  regard  to  the  number  of  men  who  were  willing  to  work;  but 
difflculty  has  been  found  in  disposing  speedily  of  the  wood  which  has  been  cut  and  split. 
While  the  test  was  in  operation,  45  cords  of  wood  were  cut.  When  it  was  discontinued  the 
number  of  Casuals  applying  for  relief  doubled.  It  would  be  premature  to  pronounce  as  yet 
upon  the  success  of  the  attempt. 

The  other  class  who  are  a  heavy  drain  on  the  resources  of  the  House  are  those  casuals 
who  seek  shelter  for  the  night  and  a  meal  in  the  morning.  These  number  in  the  winter 
months  on  an  average  about  70  every  night,  and  it  was  found  desirable  at  one  time  to  limit 
the  number  of  nights  in  succession  during  which  they  could  claim  relief.  Eour  nights  were 
thought  long  enough,  and  afterwards  a  rule  was  made  that  cases  for  a  longer  period  should 
be  reserved  to  the  Weekly  Committee. 

The  increasing  number  of  casuals  at  the  office  of  the  Mayor  rendered  it  desirable  to 
have  a  daily  report  of  such  cases  sent  to  him.  This  has  been  attended  to,  and  the  Superin¬ 
tendent’s  experience  on  this  point  is,  that  parties  present  themselves  at  the  City  Hall  in  the 

hopes  of  getting  more  than  they  would  get  through  the  regular  visitor  of  the  House.  It  seems 
that  those  who  present  themselves  in  that  way  are  not  persons  who  are  easily  visited,  and 
it  may  be  reported  generally  that  the  Mayor’s  suggestion  has  worked  well. 

This  leads  us  to  refer  for  a  moment  to  the  Act  Incorporating  the  House  of  Industry, 

passed  in  the  year  1851,  having  in  view  chiefly  two  things  —  namely,  — 

To  provide  for  the  destitute  poor  of  the  city,  and  to  promote  and  encourage  habits 
of  honest  industry  in  the  young. 

“TO  THE  CITIZENS  OE  TORONTO.” 

“The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  charge  of  your  contributions  for  the 
poor,  and  to  see  to  their  effective  distribution  for  the  purposes  intended,  will  give  you  in¬ 
formation  relative  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  to  it.  The  extent  of  human  suf¬ 
fering  in  this  City  could  only  be  discovered  by  the  searching  operations  of  an  Institution 
similar  to  that  which  your  Committee  has  established;  and  your  benefactions  could  only  be 
made  to  minister  relief  to  the  sufferers,  in  its  largest  degree,  through  the  channel  of  such  an 
Institution,  whose  tendency  is  to  discriminate  between  the  actual  and  the  pretended  poor, 
and  to  distribute  the  charity  accordingly.  The  advantages  of  the  system  pursued  are  many  — 
to  state  some  of  them; — 

1st.  It  will  ultimately  put  down  street-begging. 
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2nd.  It  will  drive  the  indolent  and  intemperate  to  seek  labour  in  the  country. 

3rd.  The  real  objects  of  sympathy  will  be  better  taken  care  of. 

4th.  It  will  be  a  pecuniary  advantage  to  the  public,  as  waste  of  charity  will  be  prevented. 

5th.  Much  immorality,  and  the  wretchedness  attending  it,  will  be  prevented.” 

CHAIRMAN  —  1902  -  1905:  REV.  JOHN  GILLESPIE. 

Again,  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  it  is  my  privilege  to  speak  of  the  service  of  our 
fifty  or  more  visitors  —  free  service.  Let  me  say  for  this  House,  in  behalf  of  suffering, 
unfortunate  and  needy  men,  women  and  children,  Toronto  is  honoured  in  having  so  many 
of  her  good  citizens  so  willing  to  give  time,  thought  and  sympathy  to  the  poor  and  often, 
to  all  appearance,  the  very  unworthy  and  undeserving  in  our  midst.  For,  after  all,  is  not 
the  most  trying  and  discouraging  part  of  our  work  the  highest  and  best  service  we  can 
render,  if  we  keep  in  view  at  all  His  life  and  His  example  whose  compassions  know  no 
limitations. 

CHAIRMAN  —  1  906:  MR.  JAMES  CRANE. 

Last  May  the  ladies  had  the  honour  of  showing  Her  Excellency  Lady  Minto  over  the 
wards  and  rooms  of  the  House,  and  have  satisfaction  in  recording  that  Her  Excellency  then, 
and  subsequently,  said  that  of  all  institutions  she  had  visited  in  Montreal  and  Toronto  (5  2 
were  inspected  in  Montreal)  that  she  had  seen  nothing  in  such  absolutely  perfect  order  and 
cleanliness  as  the  House  of  Industry,  and  remarked  that  it  was  a  matter  of  extreme  wonder¬ 
ment  how  so  much  was  done  with  only  the  help  of  the  inmates. 

CHAIRMAN  —  1  906  -  1  915:  MR.  HENRY  O'HARA. 

Erom  1909  to  1919  there  were  21,269  families  and  1  8,938  casuals  assisted. 

In  considering  the  homeless  poor  of  our  city  it  appeals  to  the  heart  of  every  Christian 

man  and  woman  to  endeavour  to  make  their  lot  as  comfortable,  clean  and  helpful  with  our 
sympathy  and  support  as  God  has  put  the  means  within  our  power. 

PRESIDENT  —  1  9  1  5  -  1  929:  REV.  T.  Craweord  Brown. 

Assistance  was  extended  to  23,922  Returned  Soldiers’  families.  Erom  1920  to  1930, 
46,178  families  and  24,3  28  casuals  were  assisted. 

PRESIDENT  —  1  929:  DR.  E.  LeM.  GRASSETT. 

PRESIDENT  —  1  930:  MR.  CHARLES  T.  STARK. 

Erom  1931  to  1  93  6,  72,1  1  6  families  and  46,85  6  casuals  were  assisted.  The  peak 
was  reached  in  March,  1  933,  when  3  3,629  families  comprising  1  26,795  persons,  or  6%  of 
the  population,  were  assisted  through  the  Outdoor  Relief  Department.  The  entire  cost,  sal¬ 
aries  and  overhead  expenses  was  39c  of  all  monies  expended.  Many  letters  of  appreciation 
have  been  received  from  time  to  time.  This  House  ceased  to  distribute  unemployment  relief 
on  the  15th  of  April,  1  93  3,  when  it  was  transferred  to  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare. 

Notwithstanding  its  many  years  of  service  the  House  is  still  going  strong,  and  while 
it  is  proud  of  its  long  record  of  past  years,  it  lives  in  the  present,  and  its  face  is  turned  to 
the  future  with  the  hope  of  still  greater  usefulness. 

We  cannot  close  this  report  without  mentioning  the  great  loss  in  all  the  departments 
of  benevolent  work  as  sustained  in  the  removal  by  death  of  Mr.  Beverley  Jones,  who  served 
continuously  for  5  2  years,  and  Mr.  W.  P.  Hubbard,  who  served  continuously  for  40  years, 
both  were  ever  faithful  friends  of  the  work  of  this  Institution.  May  we,  who  were  their 
fellow- workers  in  the  past  years,  see  to  it  that  we  do  not  neglect  the  poor,  that  with  them, 
whose  loss  we  mourn,  we  may  ever  enjoy  the  benediction,  ‘‘Blessed  is  he  that  considereth 
the  poor”. 

Through  a  number  of  bequests  and  donations  from  deceased  Board  Members  and  friends, 
the  Trustees  were  enabled  without  encroaching  upon  the  general  funds  of  the  House,  to  effect 
a  very  great  improvement  in  the  building,  by  adding  a  story  to  the  South  Wing,  known  as 
the  Arthur  Laughlen  sun-room.  This  has  not  only  greatly  improved  the  House  but  adds 
largely  to  the  comfort  of  the  aged  residents,  making  it,  we  believe,  the  most  modern  and 
commodious  sun-room  of  its  kind. 

The  three  departments  of  our  work  are — 

1st.  Care  of  Aged  Citizens  in  the  Home. 

2nd.  Distribution  of  Outdoor  Relief  to  distressed  families  for  reasons  other  than 
unemployment. 

3rd.  Homeless  men  sheltered  in  Casual  Ward. 

Eor  One  Hundred  years  this  charitable  work  has  been  carried  on  unostentatiously, 
effectively  and  economically.  From  1837  to  1  937  assistance  has  been  given  203,3^7 1  fam¬ 
ilies,  comprising  1,026,855  persons,  62,  597  homeless  men  and  23,358  aged  inmates,  mak¬ 
ing  a  total  of  1,112,810  individuals. 

All  those  who  in  arrangement  of  their  estates  may  be  considering  provision  for  char¬ 
itable  gifts  or  bequests,  the  Trustees  would  be  grateful  if  they  would  remember  the  charitable 
work  which  is  being  carried  on  by  the  Toronto  House  of  Industry  for  the  comfort  and 
welfare  of  the  poor,  and  what  cause  is  more  deserving  of  support? 
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“100  YEARS  SERVING  THE  POOR” 


BEQUESTS  TO  TORONTO  HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY 


Hon.  Wm.  Allen 

TORONTO . 

.  1  853 . 

. £ 

100.  0.  0. 

Dr.  Alex  Burnside 

t  ( 

. 1858 . 

. £1,000.  0.  0. 

Devisees  of  Do. 

<  i 

. 1  858 . 

. £ 

800.  0.  0. 

Hon.  Jas.  Gordon 

‘  ‘ 

. 1866 . 

. £ 

200.  0.  0. 

George  Michie,  Esq. 

*  ‘ 

. 1867 . 

. £ 

500.  0.  0. 

Robert  Cathcart,  Esq. 

*  ‘ 

. 1867 . 

. £ 

500.  0.  0. 

J.  D.  Cameron,  Esq.,  GRAND  RIVER . 

. 1870 . 

$ 

400.00 

Mrs.  Ann  Wheeler 

TORONTO . 

. 1874 . 

$ 

700.00 

John  Worthington 

*  ‘ 

.  1  875 . 

$ 

500.00 

Rev.  Canon  E.  Baldwin 

<  ( 

. 1876 . 

$ 

200.00 

John  Tyner 

‘  ‘ 

. 1876 . 

$ 

100.00 

John  McBean 

‘  ‘ 

. 1877 . 

$ 

400.00 

Samuel  Spruell 

<  i 

. 1880 . 

$ 

500.00 

Dr.  Mcllmurray 

. 1882 . 

$ 

400.00 

Samuel  B.  Smith 

t  i 

. 1  883  . 

$ 

500.00 

James  Michie 

( ( 

. 1884 . 

$ 

3,000.00 

Jane  Noble 

1 1 

.  1  885 . 

$ 

100.00 

Robert  Walker 

*  * 

. 1885 . 

$ 

100.00 

E.  H.  Rutherford 

.  1886 . 

$ 

1,000.00 

Samuel  Platt 

i  i 

. 1887 . 

$ 

700.00 

James  Eleming 

i  t 

. 1888 . 

$ 

500.00 

Mary  Pollard 

( ( 

.  1888 . 

$ 

2,000.00 

William  Gooderham 

i  ( 

. 1890 . 

$1 

0,000.00 

Mrs.  Ankers 

i  i 

. 1892 . 

$ 

200.00 

Margaret  McTavish 

i  i 

. 1892 . 

$ 

100.00 

John  Eastwood 

( i 

. 1892 . 

$ 

100.00 

Alex  T.  Fulton 

(  ( 

. 1892 . 

$ 

5,000.00 

Thomas  O’Connor 

‘  ‘ 

. 1896 . 

$ 

1,000.00 

Robert  Gilmour 

( i 

. 1  896 . 

$ 

1,000.00 

James  Shipp 

i  ( 

. 1897 . 

$ 

300.00 

Jane  Porter 

( ( 

. 1897 . 

$ 

3,000.00 

Jane  Porter 

( t 

.  1897 . 

$ 

1,675.00 

Hugh  Ryan 

( i 

. 1900 . 

$ 

500.00 

Sir  Frank  Smith 

( ( 

. 1901 . 

$ 

1,000.00 

Samuel  Alcorn 

t  i 

. 1901 . 

$ 

500.00 

Wm.  Cantley 

‘  ‘ 

.  1  903 . 

$ 

2,000.00 

William  Jones 

^  ‘ 

. 1903 . 

$ 

500.00 

Andrew  Stuttaford 

.  1903 . 

$ 

300.00 

Lyman  Estate 

. 1905 . 

$ 

1,000.00 

James  Crane 

‘  ‘ 

. 1906 . 

$ 

1,000.00 

George  Beharriell 

( ( 

. 1906 . 

$ 

500.00 

Robert  Young 

*  ‘ 

. 1907 . 

$ 

77.85 

John  Robert  Aitkins 

*  * 

. 1  908 . 

$ 

500.00 

Elizabeth  Rowsell 

‘  ‘ 

. 1909 . 

$ 

200.00 

Jane  Shields 

*  * 

. 1910 . 

$ 

500.00 

Jane  P.  Butt 

‘  * 

. 1910  . 

$ 

91.99 

Egbert  F.  Sprague 

i  i 

. 1911 . 

$ 

2,000.00 

Woodward  Estate 

i  1 

. 1912 . 

$ 

700.00 

Daniel  Clark 

*  ‘ 

. 1913 . 

$ 

3,000.00 

Alexander  Manning 

<  i 

. 1913 . 

$ 

2,000.00 

John  Price 

( i 

. 1914 . 

$ 

200.00 

John  Bain 

t  i 

. 1914 . 

$ 

500.00 

Eugene  O’Keefe 

1  i 

. 1914 . 

$ 

3,000.00 

Sarah  Meredith 

i  ( 

. 1917 . 

$ 

400.00 

Gertrude  A.  Foy 

( i 

. 1919 . 

$ 

200.00 

Wm.  Ramsey  Estate 

*  ‘ 

. 1920 . 

$ 

700.00 

Martha  Love 

i  1 

. 1920 . 

$ 

200.00 

Rev.  Dr.  Gilray 

1  i 

. 1920 . 

$ 

61.42 

A.  A.  Allen 

( t 

. 1925 . 

$ 

500.00 

Wm.  J.  Phoenix 

i  ( 

. 1927 . 

$ 

500.00 

Charles  Heath 

‘  ‘ 

. 1930 . 

$ 

300.00 

Bridget  Maher 

*  ‘ 

. 1932 . 

$ 

100.00 

Helen  Louise  Clark 

.  1  933 . 

$ 

200.00 

Beverley  Jones 

i  ( 

. 1934 . 

$ 

500.00 

Albert  W.  Austin 

i  { 

. 1934 . 

$ 

250.00 
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